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	date
	20 December 2005
	
	

	
	
	
	

	project name
	Port of Rochester Master Plan
	project #
	54426.00

	
	
	
	

	meeting date
	December 15, 2005
	time
	7:00 pm

	
	
	
	

	location
	Roger Robach Center, Charlotte Rochester

	
	
	
	

	recorded by
	Lauren Sichta, Alistair McIntosh, Varoujan Hagopian

	
	
	
	

	distribution
	All interested, through the project web site

	
	
	
	

	purpose
	Community Meeting

	
	
	
	


The City of Rochester project coordination and overview committee hosted a public workshop at the project site, Roger Robach Center to establish a dialogue and to solicit ideas from the community. Unfortunately the weather was stormy and the attendance understandably was less than expected. Nevertheless, a fair number of folk participated in the meeting and the dialogue was very helpful to the Sasaki design team.
attendees

	Krestia DeGeorge
	
	

	Dennis Micheals
	
	

	Teresa Robach
	
	

	Joe Robach
	
	

	Patricia Kryzalka
	
	

	Joe Carrozzi
	
	

	Stephen Engle
	
	

	Gary Isaacs
	
	

	Miles Bliss/Fred Karshich
	
	Rochester Yacht Club

	Marie Poinan
	
	C/CA/Harbor Merchants 

	Tom Brewer
	
	

	Mike Parker
	
	

	Tom Riley
	
	

	Matt Ingalls
	
	

	Steve Gibbs
	
	

	Rick & Sue Brennan
	
	

	Gene Gartland
	
	

	Alan Oberst
	
	

	Virginia Anne Kobylarz
	
	


Summary

Kathy McManus opened the work session by introducing the Sasaki design team, stating the purpose of the meeting and turning the meeting over to Varoujan. Sasaki, commenced the meeting by reviewing the project web site and describing its purpose as a communication tool to exchange ideas and input with the team and to remain abreast of  the progress of the work.
The design team presented its findings of the project site analysis with the aid of visuals, prepared to stimulate discussion and the exchange of ideas. Upon concluding the presentation, the meeting moderators, Varoujan and Alistair, opened the meeting for general discussion. The following is a summary of the key issues discussed.
Examples to follow or to investigate of successful waterfronts:

· Kingston / Canada- Confederation Basin, access from the lake
· Cobourg
· Toronto

· Portland, Maine- ferry that goes to permanent islands

Community:

· Varying types of residential homes that will appeal to empty nesters and young urban dwellers
· Diversified living options for the growing technological work force in the region
· A special place to live

· A center of education and research

· Different housing stock that is not available in Rochester
Transit:

· Shuttle bus service to multiple destinations
· City is conducting a comprehensive transportation and parking study for the area
· Use of the rail corridor for transit from Charlotte to Downtown if and when the RR stops using the existing rail line.  Some speculation was voiced about the future of the power station. As of yet, it is unclear if the station will remain in operation for the foreseeable future. Should the power station shut down, there will be no need to commence freight train service, and the rail line ROW can be utilized for other uses
Attractions:

· World class sailing on the lake

· The Genesee River should be celebrated for its unique natural attraction. Interesting geological makeup, including water falls and other interesting amenities can make it a worth while attraction for visitors
· Business/ conference center/ hotel in an attractive setting on the river / lake
· Building something in the lake- housing/ hotel/ marina

· Winter fest - on Super Bowl Sunday - lakeside winter celebration is an annual event that the community holds. It is an annual successful winter event that draws lots of people to the area
· History- underground railroad, war of 1812

· Need more parking. During summer events all available parking spaces are used including satellite spaces off site
· Should look into creating 12 month a year attraction

· A lighthouse as an attraction

· Museums, Charlotte Village Museum

· The River and the Village- year round programs

· Birding / Natural history

· Geologic and Lake History tours
· Research Center

· A viewing tower (5-10 story high)
· Railroad bridge as a restaurant
· Pedestrian tubes under the river, inverse aquarium to get to the swing bridge
· Indian heritage

· Falls on the Genesee River
· Business conference center- see Buffalo, NY
· 100 mile radius population numbers, show the US census information as well as Canadian numbers
· Could create a shuttle system using the empty Kodak lots for parking, possible shared/ structured parking

· Charlotte Village and transportation museum exists

· Village started in 1792

· People do use the area in the winter, birding
· This area needs mixed use residential, research/ education to attract young professionals and there is a lack of creative housing

· Kingston has a University component, shops, orchestra, arts and cultural center and art exhibits

· Tie uses together, use existing restaurant area, mixed use, possibly use the ferry terminal for video gaming in the winter

· A marina on site is needed to meet existing strong boating demand
· Currently the west pier is underutilized

The information above will stand as recorded unless Sasaki receives written comments within five days of the distribution date from a recipient requesting an amendment.
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